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Throughout his very long occupancy of judicial
office he adhered steadily ﬁnﬂ indeed, with remarkable
uniformity, to the canons of 3ua1c1a1 me%hod which he laid
down for himself eand ever besought others to follow, He
held that cases were best understocd if arguments were
delivered from the Bar with little or no interruption from
the Bench, and that judgnents were most convincing and
LffOCthO if they were brief and were expressed in
plain but good and scholarly prose unadorncd with
polysyllables and long passages quoted from decided cases
or other works of authority, Yet above all things he
belleved in the need of consulting case law upon -any
legal subject before the Court pronounced upcn 1t, and for
sotie yecars after he came to this Bench he C‘Ulu of toa
be seeny during the prolonged discussions of those days,
sending for book after book, until suddenly he brought to
the notice of his colleagues soiie reported illunination
of the teple in hande During his life as a judge he
took part in very many constitutional cases, scie of then
having the greatest consequences in the history of
this Commonwealth, In the divisions of opinion which
nerked his earliest years on this Bench his view not
seldon proved decisive., In general he was against
restrictive interpretations of constitutional power,
over-literal constructions and, in questions of restraings
or checks upon legislative cvz writy, too striect an
insistence unon thori

Sir Georgo Rich came from the Unlver51ty of Sydney,
where, 1n an age of classical scholarship, he fell under
the influence of the grcat Professor uadﬂab. To the
end Sir George's interest in and adiiration for scholarship
remained, and the mark of an early classical discipline was
clear and strong upon all that he wrote and sald.

Of the present judges of this Court three sat for
nany years with him upon the Bench and the others enjoyad
not only a long professional faniliarity with hir but
his frlendshlp, To be associated with hin in intimate
judicial life meant an experience of very op~c1ul value,
and only his colleagues can know how much his learning
his humcur, his sceptlcal good sense, his basic T'cmlls"l
and, c,.bove all, his friendiy 1ntercours contributed to
the life ana mor? of the Court, To ull of us he was
for a great part of our lives a congpicuous Judiclal
personality of whose influence we were profoundly
conscilous and whose place among us no one clzc can

xactly occupy. His death br“ngs to an end a breat
carcer and leaves us the poorer for the less of one
representing a splendid tradition and a friend we held in
high esteen,

MR, WINNEKE, Q«C.: If thv Court pleases, I should like, on behalf
of the State of Victoria and on behalf of the JﬂhbGTS of
the Bar to join in the uTlOutG which Your Honour the
Chief Justice has paid to the nenory of the late Sir
George Rich, This Court, Your Honours, has over the
last fifty years become an institution with wirich the
developnent of this State is nost closely associated,

And Sir George Rich, as a nenber of this Court for so
nany years, curing %hu oarlj developnental period of the
constitutional history of this bountry vhich cf course has
such a narked influehce on the development of this State =

T0/B/ 24, 24 22/ 5/ 56,
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