
.. 
,r ' 

Conyright Reserleg. 

( N. B. Copyri ght in this tran script is the property 
of the Cro~m. If this transcript is copied without 
tho authorit y of the Attorney-Gener al of tho Corn1on­
wen.l th, proceedi ngs for i nfri ngez:1ent will bo taken . ) 

pr TnE E;.GH COURT OF AUSTRALIA 

Pr incipal Regi stry. 

Coran: DIXO~.l CoJ . 
McTI.l:iliNAN , J • 
WILLIAMS, J. 
·,-IEBB, J . 
FULLAGAR, J . 
KITTO J . 
TAYfiOtl, J . 

TRAli§_CR IP T _ _Q_JL..J:._},tO C.]lfil)I N QS. 

AT :t-!]"'~"1?,.(,llJ}{NE ON TUESDA.Y, .,ZZfil)_.MAY 1956~ AT_lQ..a.3.Q._ A, M •. 

DIXON, C. J.: On 1 4th May the denth occurred of Sir Geor ge Rich1 
who was a judge of this Court for thirty- seven years . ~e 
was appointed t o tho Court on 5th April 1913, but before 
that he had served for tho better part of two years i n 
the Suprene Court of New South Wales 'J first a s an 
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acting judge and then as a judge. 

Throughout hi s rer:.1arkable period of judicial 
service Sir George Rich displ ayed qualities that ,vill 
raclce his ne• ory l ive lon g in the traditions o f the l aw. 
His unfailin g good hunour , his l i vely and ready wit, his 
ever-frosh and always human outl ook upon the problews of 
life and l aw which day by day cono before this Court his 
great instinct for realisn in the ac1J:i.ini stration of ihe 
l aw, his sh rewd penetrat i on 1 his pungent observations 
and his great friendliness to the Bar and, indeed, all 
concerned in the work of t he Court1 these qualiti e s in 
the course of his long career combin ed to render hi• a 
conspicuous and loved judi ci al fi gure of • arl:ed individua l 
character . 
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Throughout .his very long occupancy of judi ci al 
offi ce he adh ered steadil y and? indeed wi th renark abl c 
unifor n i ty, t o the canon s of j u di ci al r::10thod which he l ai d 
do1.m f or hir:1self and ever besought others to follou. He 
held that c as es wor e best understood if argUIJents were 
deliver ed fr or.1 the Ba r with littl e or no i nterrupti on f r o1:1 
the Bench, and that judgpents were 1.1os t convi n cing and 
eff ective i f t hey wor e brief and were expressed i n 
plain but good and schol arly prose unadorned with 
polysyll abl es and long passages quoted fro;-;1 c.ecid ed c 2.s1;;s 
or oth er work s o f authority o Yet above al l thi ngs ho 
beli ev ed i n the n eed o f con sulting case la1,,; upon any 
l egal su bject bGfore the Cou r t pr onounced upon it, and f or 
sone year s after h e ca• e t o thi s Bench h e cc,ul d oft en 
be seen , dur ing the prol onged discussion s of those days , 
sendi ng for book aft er book . un t il suddenly h o br ought to 
the notice of his colleagues sonc reported illunination 
of t he t opic i n hand . During his l ife a s a judge he 
took par t i n ver y raany consti tuti on al cases , so-.::e of thrn:.1 
havi ng the g-.reatest consequ ences i n tho hist ory of 
t hi s Co::monwealth . I n the di v i s i ons of opini on wh ich 
• a rked h i s earl i est years on this Bench h i s viei.; not 
sel don pr ov ed docisi v e o In ganeral he was agai nst 
rest r i ctive interpret ations of const i tutional power , 
over-literal constructions andi in qu esti ons of r estr ai n gs 
or checks u pon l 2gislnt i v o auu:10:ri t y , too stric t an 
ins i stenc e upon thou . 

Sir George Ri ch cai:.1e froi:1 the Universi ty of Sydney, 
where, i n an age _of classical schol arshi:e, he f ell under 
the i n fluence of the gr oat Prof ossor Bact.nar:1. To t he 
en d Sir Geor ge ' s i nt er est i n a.11d adui ration for s cholarship 
r ei:iained1 and the nar k of an ear ly cl assi c al discipl i ne wa s 
clear and s trong upon al l t h2.t he wrote and snid·e 

Of the pres ent judges of this Cour t three sat for 
1:1any year s with hin upon the Bench and the others enjoyed 
not on l y a l on g pr ofessi onal flli:1i liarity with hie but 
hi s fr i endshi p . To be as soci ated \.·:i th h:Ln in i nti• ate 
judi cial li fe ;·want an expori ence of very spoci.s.l value , 
and onl y h i s colleagues can kno1.J how nuch his lear ni ng, 
his hunour , hi s scepti cal good sense , hi s basic r eali s• 
and1 above all, hi s f ri endl y intercourso7 contribut ed to 
the life an d wor k of t he Court . To all of us he was 
for a gr eat part of our liv es a conspicuous j udi cial 
personality of whose i nfluence wo were profounc.ly 
consci ous and who s e pl 2.ce aoong us no one ol so can 
exactly occupy. Hi s death br ings t o DJl end a great 
c a reer and l eaves us the ~oorer for the l oss of one 
repr esent ing a spl endi d t r adJ. tion and a fr i end we hel d i n 
h i gh est e e• • 

:MR . vJI F1~EKE1 Q. C. : I f thG Court pl eases , I should l ike, on beh al f 
of t h e State of Vi c t ori a and on behal f of the menber s of 
t he Bar to ,join i n the tribut 0 1.vhich Your Honour the 
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Chief Just i ce has paid to the ner.10r y of the l a t e Sir 
George Ri ch. This Court, Your Honours, h a s over t he 
l as t fif t y years becooe an institution wi th wluch t he 
devel op• ent of this Sta te is • ost closely associ ated. 
And Sir Geor ge Ri ch as a uenber of this Court f or so 
• any years, during t he ear l y dev olop• ent al p eriod of t he 
c:)nstitutional hi story of this country which of course has 
such a • arked i nfl uenc e on the dovel opuent of thi s State -
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Sir George Ri ch has h2d & trcnendous influence in the 
course of his work on tho v er y vital workin gs of the 
St at e itsel f; and his influence on the way of life in 
this State therefore r.rust be regarded as having been 
extreo.el y gr eat . 

Those of us who had the priviloee of knowin g 
Sir George an d t he ext r er:.1e pleasure of appear ing i n 
this Court before hir1 cane , not L'1er ely to know hin 7 but 
to l ov e hin and to adni re and respect thoso gr eat 
judi cial quali tics which h,e di spl ayed thr oughout the 
who l e peri od of his nenbershi p of this Court. His gr oat 
patience hi s t rei:1endou s courtesy to us all, the ev er 
r eady wit and charD whi ch h e di spl ayed at all t i L1os as 
a u enber of t he Court endear ed hin to us, one and all; 
and ·we desire , Sir 2 to joi n and associ a t e v.i. th the Court 
i n the tribut es ·which have bean pai d to his r.1or-lory t his 
norning . 

MR . \·ff..LL.ACE9 Q. C. : May , I , Your Honour , say on behal f of t he 
Bar of New South 1!lal es that wo respectfull y j oi n with 
ev er ything Your Honour h~s s ai d about Sir George, 
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We, in New Sout h 11Tal es , feel a peculiar pride i n that 
h o had his first judicial office in our own Supror:rn 
Court wher e he l oft s everal v ery no table judgncnts , 
and we say, Your Honour 1 t hat t o use hi• as an 
exorJp l ar woulcl. be as fine a thin g as ner.:i.bor s of tho 
Bar i n our Stat e cc.n do o 
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